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The Clarion-Ledger’s continuing negative barrage against Mississippi’s 
comprehensive plan to recover from Hurricane Katrina ignores the 
thousands of Coast residents, businesses, organizations, cities and 
communities that have received and will receive billions of dollars in 
assistance. Much of this comprehensive plan was developed with input from 
organizations such as the Steps Coalition, which now is unhappy with some 
of the plan’s elements.

The state and its federal, local, charitable and private partners are working 
diligently to improve conditions on the Coast, an area that was wiped out by 
Katrina. Some of the plan’s elements -- such as a $100 million public 
housing initiative and a $260 million small rental housing program -- take 
income into consideration and are designed specifically to help low to 
moderate income families. Although Phase 1 of the Homeowner Assistance 
Grant program did not include income as a qualifying consideration, of the 
13,447 Phase I grants paid as of June 30th, 5,292 of those reported income 
that qualified the household as low to moderate. Also, Phase II grants 
required that qualifying homeowners must have a household income at or 
below 120% of the Average Median Income (AMI).  

Other elements of the total Disaster Recovery program have impacted lower-
income residents. The Ratepayer Mitigation portion of the program 
prevented a utility increase for all coastal residents. The Infrastructure 
Program, Community Revitalization and Planning Grants positively 
impacted all coastal residents regardless of their income. The Economic 
Development grants will require companies to offer at a minimum, 50% of 
the jobs to individuals considered in the low-to-moderate income range. 

Overall, the programs in Mississippi's comprehensive recovery plan are 
providing a tremendous boost to people who want to see their lives return to 
some sense of normalcy. The plan is helping people recover from the worst 
natural disaster in American history and while we still have a long way to 
go, progress is being made every day.


